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More to visit and read...

Visit Meigle Museum - showcases Scotland's
best collections of Pictish carved sculpture.
For opening hours and information go to

Rare Pictish longhouses made from turf, stone and
timber, dating back to 500-1,000 AD, have been
excavated locally by Perth and Kinross Heritage
Trust and Northlight Heritage. For further
information on local early medieval buildings visit
http.//www.glenshee-archaeology.co.uk

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-
a-place/places/meigle-sculptured-stonemuseum/

Visit St Vigeans Stones and Museum —
discover another fantastic collection of
Pictish carved sculpture near Arbroath.
https.//www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-
aplace/places/st-vigeans-stones-and-museum/

Picts, Gaels and Scots. Sally Foster. London:
Batsford, 2004.

Forteviot: A Pictish and Royal Centre.
Nick Aitchison, Stroud: Tempus, 2006
The Strathearn Environs and Royal

Forteviot Project (SERF). Website at:

www.gla.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/

research/projects/serf

This leaflet was produced as a legacy project of the Tay Landscape Partnership. TLP has engaged
over 82,000 people with their natural, built and cultural heritage.

To find out more about the project and for more info, go to www.taylp.org

Thank you to Mark Hall, Perth Museum and Art Gallery and The Museum of Abernethy
for their help in this leaflet.
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Visiting info _ I,‘R[E -
L]
@Abernethy ¢ VS

The museum and round tower are both
free entry. For museum opening times
go to www.museumofabernethy.co.uk

@ Forteviot

St Andrews Church & Forteviot New
Cross. Please do not park on the main
road; there is free parking available in

the village car park. The church can be

The key to the Tower can be obtained
from the Museum or the tearoom
opposite. for more information.

@ Moot Hill, Scone Palace

For opening times and admission
prices go to www.scone-palace.co.uk

open by appointment. Please see
www.aberdalgieandforteviot.co.uk

@ Dunning, St Serfs Church

Parking in Dunning village. For
opening times and more information

see www.historicenvironment.scot/

@ Perth City

Perth Museum and Art Gallery -
Free admission. For details on opening

. . «
times visit www.culturepk.org.uk I: KEE‘
¢ VN
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Old Scone

Moot Hill

The Moot Hill in the Scone Palace Estate
is located northeast of the current
Palace and is an artificial flat topped
mound thought to have been a royal
assembly and ceremonial site for the
inauguration of kings - a ceremony which
included sitting on the Stone of Destiny.
Scone comes into the historical record
in the early 10th century AD, when
Constantine Il and Bishop Cellach meet
there and confirm their hold on power.
Like Forteviot, it probably combined a
royal palace with a major monastic
church site. The monastery was
re-founded as an Abbey in the 12th
century AD close to the Moot Hill.

Scone is Pictish in origin meaning ‘place
of the lump like hill’ and probably refers
to the inauguration mound (Moot Hill).
Moot Hill itself is a corruption of Motehill
denoting ‘place of meeting”.

Scone Place is a privately-owned visitor
attraction and there are admission fees
to visit this site. For more information go
to www.scone-palace.co.uk

Perth Museum
and Art Gallery

St Madoes Stone

This is a large cross-slab that was
originally found lying face-down at the
churchyard in St Madoes in the 1830s AD.
It was re-erected beside the kirk and in
1990 AD, after concerns for its condition;

it was donated to Perth Museum. Largely
complete, it bears magnificent carvings
on both faces and across the top. The
front of the slab is dominated by a large,
ring-headed, equal-armed cross filled
with a range of interlace, key and spiral
patterns, probably inspired by Insular
manuscript art.

Filling the space around the Cross are
several typically Pictish hunting dogs
with wolf-like heads and spiral tails.
Across the top of the Cross are two
fierce lions facing each other; they
may have guarded an element placed
between them now lost.

The reverse of the slab has three cloaked
figures on horseback, probably clerics.
Below them are several Pictish symbols:
a crescent and v-rod, a Pictish beast and
double-disc and z-rod.

The place name St Madoes derives
from the name of a 6th century AD Irish
Christian saint, Aedan, in its intimate
nickname form of Mo Aedéc (‘my
Aedan’). The presence of a churchband
Pictish sculpture in St Madoes reflects
the later spread of the cult of Aedan
rather than any personal visit by the
saint. The church was built on the site
of an extensive Bronze Age and later
cemetery, partly to make Christian an
already sacred, pagan landscape.

St Madoes Stone.
©Perth Museum

and Art Gallery, Perth
and Kinross Council





