
edinburgh: 44 miles / 71 km

glasgow: 62 miles / 100 km

The Tay landscape invites you to discover its stories 
and its secrets. You can make your way easily to 
places of interest and enjoyment by road, path,  
cycle way and river. 

all within 1 hour of edinburgh, glasgow or dundee   

dundee: 23 miles / 37 km

Abernethy. ©David Strachan

This leaflet was produced as a legacy product of the Tay Landscape 
Partnership scheme.

Visit www.taylp.org to discover more Visit www.taylp.org to discover more
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other sites  
to discover

The Tay and its landscape 
There is no more intriguing 
part of Scotland to discover 

than this Perthshire landscape. 
Here you’re never far from 

the surging River Tay and its 
meandering sister, the River 

Earn. As you explore, you’ll find 
the views are always changing. 
Discover soaring cliffs, fertile 
farmland, a Roman camp and 

tales of witches. 

Visit Iron Age forts, Victorian 
follies, clay-built houses 
and a historic city. Pause in 
picturesque villages, follow 
ancient royal routes, drift past 
reed beds, and wander  
in welcoming woodlands.

The story never ends
Over the last 10,000 years, people like us have 
adapted the Tay landscape to meet our needs for 
food, shelter, roads, railways and places to work, 
shop, rest and play. Most of the time we have had 
to adapt what nature has provided. The land was 
moved around, formed and re-formed by tectonic 
activity before volcanoes added to the mayhem. 
Glaciers then shaped what we see today.

Until about 14,000 years ago, ice covered this whole 
area. Glaciers carved the valley of the Tay, leaving 
outcrops of hard rock as hills and cliffs. The weight 
of the ice pushed the land down. When it melted, the 
land began to rise again (and is still doing so), leaving 
fertile land along the riverside, particularly in the Carse 
of Gowrie. The river continues to shape its course, 
scouring its shores and shifting sandbanks. 

Down by the waterside
Without water, we wouldn’t survive. Until recent years, 
water determined where we lived. It’s essential for all 
life and for growing food, washing and cooking. It’s also 
vital for making everything from mortar for houses to 
textiles for clothes. It’s important for transport and for 
generating power. Without water, the Tay landscape 
would look very different and be empty of people.

Romans-on-Tay
About 1,800 years ago, the Romans extended their 
empire as far north as they could. They built a huge 
fort at Carpow (pronounced Car-poo), near Newburgh 
as a supply port for troops stationed in this part of 
Scotland. One carved stone found on the site is dated 
to 212 AD.  

A thousand years earlier, Bronze Age folk abandoned 
a logboat here in the muddy river bank. It’s over  
10m (30ft) long, carved from a single oak tree and  
is displayed in Perth Museum and Art Gallery.

Enjoy Scotland’s outdoors responsibly
• �take responsibility for your own actions
• �respect the interests of other people
• �care for the environment.

Kinnoull Hill Woodland Park. ©PKCT

Coronation Road. ©PKHT

River Tay in Winter ©Mike Bell

drift past reed beds and

wander in welcoming woodlands

M
ilkboys W

alk

You can find  
more information  

and maps at  
www.taylp.org

You’re never far from the 
surging River Tay when you 

explore the stories and 
secrets of this intriguing, 
ever-changing landscape. 

Discover soaring cliffs, 
fertile farmland, a Roman 
camp and tales of witches. 
Visit Pictish forts, Victorian 

follies, clay-built houses 
and a historic city. Pause 
in picturesque villages, 

follow ancient royal 
routes, drift past reed 
beds, and wander in 

welcoming woodlands. 

Enjoy Scotland’s 
outdoors 

responsibly

Take  
responsibility  
for your own 

actions

Respect the 
interests of  

other people

Care for the 
environment.
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Milkboys Walk 

Follow this path from the outskirts 
of Perth through the rich farmland of 
this part of Perthshire. Local tradition 
suggests this route was used by farm 
boys carrying pails of fresh milk  
to customers in the city.

As you travel, look out 
for tree sparrows (Passer 
montanus). They have 
chestnut brown heads and 
feed on seeds and insects.  
They need our help as 
numbers have declined by 
93% since 1970.  Artificial 
nest boxes have been put 
up in this area.    

Perthshire paths 
At the northern end of Milkboys Walk is 
the start of the Coronation Road, once 
trodden by kings and pilgrims. It leads to 
Scone Palace, once the crowning place for 
Scotland’s Kings, and over Kinnoull Hill  
to Kinfauns and the River Tay.

Tree sparrow
©RSPB-images

Credit: ©Aberdeen City Council, Arts & Recreation 
Department, Library & Information Services

look!

milkboys walk
coronation road
kinnoull circular path

Path Network

You can  
find more  

information  
and maps at  

www.taylp.org

Fund Partners

Fold line
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PERTH

YOU ARE HERE

YOU ARE HERE

Pathways to pleasure 
The Tay landscape is criss-crossed 
with signposted paths that take 
you up hills and across farmland, 
along rivers and into villages. Some 
have special stories to tell such as 
Milkboys Walk, Coronation Road 
and Old Cart Road. 

download your map now!
You can find the information and  
maps you need at www.taylp.org   
and www.pkc.gov.uk/paths.

leaves we live” 

1618 Tay Landscape Partnership_Generic Leaflet

Patrick Geddes. 
©The Royal Scottish Geographical Society

the stories and  
secrets of this ever- 
changing landscape

explore!

Kinnoull Tower. ©George Logan

“by

Perth born Patrick 
Geddes was a founder 
of town planning and 
created the phase 

“�think global,  
act local” and 
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