
Explore over 17 miles / 28 
km of paths in and around 
Abernethy, an ancient power 
centre of the Picts, and enjoy 
the area’s historic and natural 
environment.

Discover the glens, woodlands, hills and history of 
one of Perthshire’s best kept secrets – Abernethy. 
The landscape in and around the town has an 
expansive history, from the prehistoric Iron Age to 
the Roman occupation and medieval Christian times 
beyond. Don’t forget to admire the spectacular 
views of the River Tay Valley.

The map inside this leaflet shows details of paths 
and attractions in and around Abernethy.

Abernethy
Abernethy was once an ancient Pictish power centre 
and has a long Christian history dating back to the 5th 
century AD. The celtic word aber means confluence; the 
Nethy Burn passes through the village on its way  
to the River Earn, which in turn enters the Tay.

Castle Law
This hill is the site of an ancient Iron Age hillfort, the 
remnants of which can still be seen today. It may still 
have been in use in the 3rd century AD when the 
Romans were occupying a large fortress and naval 
port at Carpow on the River Tay, one mile north of 
Abernethy.

Tay Valley
There is no more intriguing part of Scotland to 
discover than this Perthshire landscape. Here, you 
are never far from the surging River Tay and its 
meandering sister, the River Earn. As you explore, 
you will find the views are always changing. Discover 
soaring cliffs, fertile farmland, a Roman fortress 
and tales of witches. Visit Pictish hillforts, Victorian 
follies, clay-built houses and a historic city. Pause 
in picturesque villages, follow ancient royal routes, 
drift past reed beds, and wander in welcoming 
woodlands. The Tay landscape invites you to uncover 
its stories and its secrets. You can make your way 
easily to places of interest and enjoyment by road, 
path, cycle way and river.

Enjoy Scotland’s outdoors responsibly
•  take responsibility for your own actions
•  respect the interests of other people
•  care for the environment.

edinburgh: 43 miles / 69 km

glasgow: 65 miles / 105 km

explore over: 17 miles / 28 km
Discover over 17 miles / 28 km of routes for walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders in and around the ancient 
Pictish power centre of Abernethy.

Paths can be adjusted to suit individual interests, time 
constraints and levels of fitness. Most can be linked to 
reveal a wide range of history and scenery.

distance to abernethy:   

aberdeen: 93 miles / 150 km

Castle Law. ©George Logan View from Castle Law. ©PKHT

Museum of Abernethy. ©Tay Landscape Partnership

View of Abernethy from Castle Law. ©PKHT

Castle Law hillfort. ©PKHT
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Visit www.taylp.org to discover moreVisit www.taylp.org to discover more

in and around  
Abernethy

explore!

This leaflet was produced as a legacy product for the Tay Landscape 
Partnership scheme. 

Front Cover: View of Abernethy from Castle Law. ©George Logan

Kirk of St Bride’s Church. ©Tay Landscape Partnership

Abernethy Round Tower. ©Graham Hood
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